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Applicator 

This invention relates to applicators. More particular, but not exclusively 
the invention relates to applicators for applying a colourant to strands of hair. 

There are many substances, such as hair colourant and various 
adhesives, which are formed by mixing together two different compounds. In 
many cases, the substance is active for only a short period of time. This 
requires that the two compounds are stored separately until such time as the 
substance is required for use, when the two compounds are mixed together to 
form the substance. The two compounds are generally stored in two separate 
containers from which they are discharged into a third container for mixing 
together. This has the disadvantage that an untrained, or careless, user may 
use the wrong amount of one or each compound. There is also the 
disadvantage that the mixing process is somewhat messy, and can result in 
wastage of individual compounds and the mixed substance. 

In addition, the mixed substance must then be transferred from the 
mixing container to the surface to which the substance is to be applied. In 
many instances a spatula or brush is used to transfer the mixed substance from 
the mixing container to the surface. This has the disadvantage that some of the 
substance may drip onto another surface, onto which the substance should not 
be applied, ft can also be difficult to accurately apply the substance to the 
surface from the spatula or brush. 

One example of such a substance is hair colourant which generally 
comprises chemical dyes and/or bleaches which darken or lighten the colour of 
the hair, and/or pigments which dramatically alter the hair colour. Hair 
colourant may result in a permanent, semi-permanent or temporary change to 
the natural hair colour. 

Hair colourant is generally prepared and applied to the hair by a trained 
hairdresser, particularly when only part of the hair is to be treated. However, in 
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view of the expense incurred in having a hairdresser apply colourant to the hair, 
many people choose to apply hair colourant themselves at home. This is a 
relatively straightforward procedure when all of the hair is to be treated, but it 
is difficult to apply colourant, in a controlled manner, to only part of the hair at 
home using existing products. 

A second example of such a substance is a two part adhesive, such as 
that sold under the trade mark Araldite. Once the adhesive has been mixed, the 
adhesive begins to react with the air and starts to set. This means that there is 
a fixed time period during which the adhesive is suitable for use. Often too 
much adhesive is prepared at one time, resulting in wastage of the adhesive 
because it has begun to set before all the adhesive has been used. 

According to the present invention there is provided an applicator 
comprising reservoir means for holding a substance to be applied and delivery 
means for transferring a desired amount of the substance from the reservoir 
means to an article. 

The applicator is particularly suitable for applying a substance formed 
from two different compounds, the compounds being stored separately prior to 
use and then mixed together to form the said substance. The applicator may be 
particularly suitable for applying colourant to elongate articles or strands, for 
example hair. The applicator may alternatively be suitable for applying 
adhesive to an article. 

The applicator may comprise guide means for guiding the applicator and 
the article such that the applicator is guided relatively along the article. The 
guide mjeans may comprise a formation for receiving the article to which the 
substance is to be applied. The formation may define a guide recess or a guide 
channel for receiving the article. The guide channel or recess may be generally 
V- or C- shaped in section. The provision of such a formation is suitable where 
the applicator is used for the application of the substance to elongate articles, 
particularly colourant to hair. Thus, in this embodiment, strands of hair can be 
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coloured by arranging The strands in the channel or recess and thereafter 
transferring the substrate on to the hair. The process of fusing this 
embodiment allows a length of hair to be coloured by relative movement of the 
applicator along the length of the hair while the hair is received in the recess or 
channel and the substance is transferred. 

In a first embodiment of the invention, the reservoir means preferably 
comprises a deformable container and a frame member. The container is 
preferably formed from a flexible plastics material. The container is desirably 
sealingly connected to the frame member. The frame member desirably 
extends at least part-way around the container. The frame member may be 
formed from an at least partially rigid plastics material such that the frame 
member is rigid relative to the container. 

In an alternative of the first embodiment, the container preferably 
comprises first and second sub-containers. Each sub-container preferably 
comprises a bubble formed from a flexible membrane. The bubbles are 
preferably separated by a breakable seal, most preferably a differential seal, 
such that when the seal is broken the bubbles come into at least partial 
communication with one another. Preferably, when the seal is broken the 
bubbles join together to form the container. 

In a further alternative of the first embodiment the bubbles may be 
respectively provided on first and second mounting members. The mounting 
members preferably each comprise a sheet of substantially rigid material. 
Desirably, at least one aperture, and most desirably three apertures, are 
substantially correspondingly provided in each mounting member. Each bubble 
preferably includes a mouth across which the respective mounting member is 
provided, the or each aperture being located within the area of the mouth. A 
removable lid member is provided across the open side of the or each aperture 
to prevent leakage of a compound from the respective bubble. 



The first and second mounting members are preferably movable between 
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a first condition in which they are substantially separate from one another and 
a second condition in which they are secured together to form the frame 
member. The first and second mounting members are preferably hingedly 
connected, most preferably by means of a live hinge. In the second condition 
the or each aperture in the first mounting member is preferably substantially 
aligned with the corresponding aperture or apertures in the second mounting 
member, thereby forming one or more connecting conduits between the 
bubbles. 

Desirably, contact adhesive is provided on at least part of one or each 
mounting member to enable the mounting members to be secured together. 
The contact adhesive is preferably provided around the or each aperture. The 
contact adhesive may be provided across substantially the full area of the or 
each mounting member covered by the respective lid members. The lid 
members preferably each comprise a strip of material coated, at least on one 
side, with a substance which permits removal of the lid member from the 
contact adhesive. 

Desirably, at least part of one or each bubble is at least partially 
transparent so that a compound is at least partially visible therethrough. 

A plurality of first and second mounting members, and their associated 
bubbles and lid members, may be connected together in series. Preferably, a 
plurality of pairs of hingedly connected first and second mounting members 
and their associated bubbles and lid members are connected together in series. 

In the first embodiment, the delivery means desirably comprises a 
conduit extending outwardly from within the container, or one or each bubble, 
through a delivery aperture provided in a wall of the container or bubble. A 
mounting member may be provided towards one end of the conduit for receipt 
within the delivery aperture, for thereby attaching the conduit to the container 
or bubble. 
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The other end of the conduit may be provided with the guide means 
which may extend generally outwardly from the said other end. 

A closure member is desirably provided over the other end of the 
conduit. The closure member may comprise a cap of similar section to the 
conduit for receiving part of the conduit therein. A flange is desirably provided 
part way along the conduit, the cap extending along the conduit to the flange. 
The flange preferably extends around substantially the full circumference of 
the conduit. The cap is preferably provided with an internal thread 
cooperatively engageable with a corresponding thread provided on the external 
surface of the conduit. 

In an alternative of the first embodiment, the closure member may 
comprise a section of the conduit at its said other end, the conduit being sealed 
at the other end and the end section being manually detachable from the rest of 
the conduit. The end section may be defined by a score line provided around at 
least part of the circumference of the conduit, the score line aiding detachment 
of the end section. The score line is preferably shaped such that detachment of 
the end section forms the guide means. 

The conduit may extend outwardly across the frame member, the 
conduit being connected to the frame member. The frame member may include 
a manually removable tab section across which the end section of the conduit is 
provided. The tab section is preferably defined by a score line which is co- 
linear with the score line on the conduit, such that manual removal of the tab 
section causes detachment of the end section. 

In a further alternative of the first embodiment, the delivery means may 
comprise a conduit having means for puncturing a wall of the container or 
bubble provided at one end, so that the one end may be inserted through the 
wall of the container. The puncturing means desirably comprises a section of 
the conduit at the one end formed at an acute angle, with respect to the 
longitudinal direction of the conduit. 
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A nose member is preferably provided around the other end of the 
conduit, and may be formed integrally with part of the conduit. The nose 
member desirably includes guide means, preferably in the form of a guide 
channel extending generally outwardly from one end, being the said other end 
of the conduit. The guide channel may be generally V-shaped. The nose 
member preferably additionally includes a retaining plate extending outwardly 
from the other end. The one end of the conduit preferably extends over the 
retaining plate, there being a space between the conduit and the retaining plate. 
Part of frame member is preferably receivable within the said space. 

In a further alternative of the first embodiment, the reservoir means 
preferably further comprises a vessel having a delivery conduit extending 
outwardly from one end thereof, through which a first compound may be 
delivered from the vessel into the deformable container for mixing with a 
second compound present within the deformable container. 

The delivery conduit is desirably of a length such that, when received 
within the deformable container, the delivery conduit extends at least part way 
into the deformable container, and most desirably extends to close to the far 
end of the deformable container. 

The delivery conduit is preferably of a sectional size and shape to allow 
the delivery conduit to be received into the deformable container through the 
delivery means. The sectional area of the delivery conduit is preferably less 
than the sectional area of the delivery means such that an air gap exists 
therebetween when the delivery conduit is received through the delivery means. 
Stop means may be provided at one or more locations externally of the delivery 
conduit to restrict the length of the delivery conduit which may enter the 
deformable container, and to provide an air outlet from the deformable 
container. Preferably, the stop means comprises at least one and preferably 
four longitudinally extending flanges or fins circumferentially spaced around 
the delivery conduit. 
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The delivery conduit is desirably generally conical or frusto-conical in 
shape. A closure member may be provided at the free end of the delivery 
conduit. The closure member preferably comprises a section of the delivery 
conduit at its free end, the free end of the delivery conduit being sealed and the 
end section being manually detachable from the rest of the delivery conduit. 
The end section may be defined by a score line provided around at least part of 
the circumference of the delivery conduit, the score line aiding detachment of 
the end section. 

The vessel is preferably generally tubular in shape. The vessel is 
preferably sealed at the other end. The vessel is desirable deformable. The 
vessel may be formed from a deformable metal, such as aluminium, or may be 
formed from a deformable plastics material. 

The applicator desirably additionally comprises a housing within which 
the reservoir and the delivery means may be at least partially received. The 
housing preferably comprises a front section and a back section. The front and 
back sections are preferably each of similar size and shape. The front and back 
sections are preferably hingedly connected together, most preferably by means 
of a live hinge. The front and back sections preferably together define an 
aperture at one end of the housing. The aperture is desirably of substantially 
the same sectional area and shape as the conduit of the delivery means. 

In an alternative of the first embodiment, the applicator may further 
comprise a nose section removably attachable to the housing. The front and 
back sections of the housing desirably together define an external recess at the 
one end of the housing suitable for closely receiving part of the nose section 
therein, the recess being of a complimentary shape to the said part of the nose 
section. The nose section preferably has an aperture provided therethrough for 
receiving part of the conduit therein. The nose section is desirably removably 
attachable to the housing by means of an interference or friction fit between the 
nose section aperture and the said part of the conduit. 
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The housing or nose section may additionally comprise guide means 
provided generally externally to the aperture. The guide means preferably 
comprises a guide channel defined by guide walls extending generally 
outwardly from the housing or nose section, away from the aperture. The guide 
channel is desirably generally V-shaped in section. The guide means may 
alternatively or additionally comprise a tongue member extending generally 
outwardly from the aperture, the substance being delivered onto the tongue 
before being delivered to the surface. The guide means are desirably formed 
integrally with the nose section, or with one or each section of the housing. 

Desirably, locking means are provided on the housing for locking the 
front section and back sections together. The locking means preferably 
comprises a female lock part provided on one of the front and back sections 
and a cooperative male lock part correspondingly provided on the other of the 
front and back sections. The male lock part may comprise a tab member 
extending generally outwardly from the non hinged side of the front or back 
section. The female lock part may comprise a recess, provided in the non 
hinged side of the front or back section, suitable for receiving part of the tab 
member. The female lock part may additionally comprise a boss provided on 
the tab member for reception in a correspondingly located aperture provided in 
the male lock part. 

The front and back sections are preferably of a similar shape to the 
reservoir. The back section is desirably at least partially concave in shape, to 
provide a space in-between the front and back sections, when closed, in which 
the reservoir may be retained. The front section preferably comprises a 
generally annular channel. The inner edge of the annular channel preferably 
defines an aperture through which part of the container or one or each bubble 
may extend, to thereby provide manual access to the container ox one or each 
bubble when the reservoir means is enclosed within the housing. 

Retaining means are desirably provided on the inner surface of at least 
one section of the housing for retaining the reservoir means in position therein. 
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The retaining means desirably comprises socket means for receiving a part of 
the flange therein. Preferably, socket means are correspondingly provided on 
each section of the housing. The retaining means may alternatively or 
additionally comprise a pin member provided on the inner surface of a section 
of the housing for receipt through a correspondingly located aperture within 
the frame member. 

When the reservoir means and the delivery means are generally located 
within the housing, the conduit preferably extends to the inner surface of the 
housing around the aperture, and most preferably sealingly abuts the inner 
surface of the housing around the aperture. 

In an alternative to the first embodiment, the conduit may be of a length 
such that if extends beyond the housing. 

The applicator may additionally comprise a comb member extending 
generally outwardly from the housing, most preferably from the end of the 
housing opposite the said one end. The comb member is preferably curved in 
shape. The comb member may be formed integrally with one or each of the 
front and back sections of The housing. 

The comb member may alternatively be removably attachable to the 
housing, and may additionally be pivotably attachable to the housing. The 
comb member is preferably reversibly attachable to the housing, so that the 
comb member may be arranged such that the curve of the comb is directed in 
one sense or in the opposite sense. The comb member preferably has an 
aperture provided therethrough at one end for location over a boss member 
provided on an internal surface of one of the front and back sections of the 
housing. The boss member may be the pin member of the retaining means. 

The front and back sections of the housing desirably together define an 
aperture at the said opposite end of the housing through which the comb 
member may extend. 
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In a second embodiment of the invention, the reservoir means may have 
an aperture provided therein towards one end thereof. The reservoir means 
preferably comprises a housing means, in which the aperture is provided, and a 
container, receivable within the housing means, for holding the substance to be 
applied. 

The housing means preferably comprises a housing section within which 
the container is receivable, and a nose section, provided towards one end of the 
housing section, by which the aperture is defined. The container is preferably 
selectively openable to deliver a desired amount of substance to the aperture, 
for subsequent transferral to a section of hair. The nose section may 
advantageously additionally define guide means for guiding movement of the 
applicator across a section of hair. The guide means are desirably provided 
generally adjacent the aperture. 

The housing means may define a chamber between the aperture and an 
openable end of the container. The nose section preferably defines the 
chamber. The housing section and nose section are preferably independent 
parts of the housing means. The nose section is preferably removably 
mountable on the housing section, preferably by cooperating formations which 
are most preferably in the form of a male to female threaded screw attachment 
means. Preferably, a cylindrical male member, which may have a threaded 
outer surface, extends generally outwardly from one end of the housing section 
for engagement with a female recess of a complementary cylindrical shape 
defined by the nose section. The female recess may be correspondingly 
threaded to the male member. Alternatively, the male member and the female 
recess may be attached together by means of an interference or friction fit 
therebetween. 

The nose section preferably comprises two separable parts. The nose 
parts are preferably shaped such that they together define the chamber and the 
aperture. The nose parts are preferably substantially identical to one another. 
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Advantageously, the delivery means comprises a rota table delivery 
member which may comprise a delivery wheel. The delivery wheel may 
comprise a plurality of teeth. The delivery wheel is preferably mounted for 
rotation within the aperture such that part of the delivery wheel extends from 
the reservoir means, and most preferably extends from the nose section. 

The container is preferably selectively openable to deliver a desired 
amount of the substance firstly into the chamber. Preferably, the container is 
openable by means of a valve means provided at the openable end of the 
container, for selectively delivering substance into the chamber. 

The valve means is preferably a non-return valve, and is most preferably 
a non-return diaphragm valve. The diaphragm valve is preferably provided 
within a nozzle provided at the openable end of the container. The valve, the 
nozzle and the container are preferably formed as a single piece of plastics 
material The container is preferably of a generally elongate tubular shape, for 
reception lengthways within the housing. The container is preferably open at 
its other end. The nozzle preferably extends generally outwardly from the 
openable end of the container, and may extend generally outwardly at an angle 
to the longitudinal axis of the container. 

The reservoir means preferably comprises two containers as aforesaid, 
which may be received lengthways and adjacent one another within the housing 
section. Preferably, the containers are located within the housing section such 
that the angled nozzles on the, containers extend generally towards one 
another, and towards the longitudinal axis of the housing means, thereby 
inducing mixing together of substance delivered from each container into the 
chamber. 

The reservoir means preferably further comprises means for urging a 
desired amount of substance out of the or each container. The said means 
preferably comprises a plunger means slidingly receivable within the or each 
container through its open end. The plunger means is preferably manually 
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operable by a user to apply pressure to a substance in a container, to thereby 
urge the substance towards the nozzled end of the container and thence out of 
the container through the valve and the nozzle. The or both plunger means are 
preferably provided within a shroud member, movement of the shroud member 
causing corresponding movement of the or each plunger means. 

The shroud member preferably comprises a casing, having an end wall 
member and at least one side wall member, which may be of substantially the 
same sectional shape as the reservoir housing section such that the housing 
section may be closely received within the shroud member. The or each 
plunger means preferably extends generally from the base of the shroud 
member, within the casing. Thus, as a user applies manual pressure externally 
to the end wall of the shroud member, the housing section is increasingly 
received within the shroud member, and the or each plunger means is pushed 
towards the nozzled end of the or each respective container. 

Preferably, a separation member is provided within the chamber, to 
thereby separate the chamber into first and second sub-chambers, which are 
preferably separated axially from one another. The first sub-chamber is 
preferably defined by the cylindrical member and extends from the nozzled 
end of the or each container to the separation member. The separation member 
is preferably substantially parallel to the nozzled end of the or each container, 
and the first sub-chamber may be of substantially constant sectional area. The 
second sub-chamber preferably extends from the separation member to the 
aperture in the housing. The sectional area of the second sub-chamber 
preferably decreases in the direction from the separation member to the 
aperture. The second sub-chamber is preferably generally frusto-conical in 
shape. 

Preferably, at least one nozzle, and most preferably a spaced pair of 
nozzles, extend generally outwardly from one side of the separation member 
into the second sub-chamber. The or each nozzle preferably extends generally 
outwardly from the separation member at an angle. The nozzles in the spaced 
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pair preferably extend generally toward one another, and towards the toothed 
delivery wheel. The spaced pair of nozzles are preferably generally orientated 
at a 90 degree rotation with respect to the location of the nozzles on the 
containers. 

Preferably, a valve is provided within each 'nozzle. The valve is 
preferably a non-return diaphragm valve. The separation plate, nozzles and 
diaphragm valves are preferably formed as a single piece, preferably of a 
plastics material. 

The toothed delivery wheel preferably comprises a substantially 
spherical wheel. An annular array of teeth is preferably provided substantially 
wholly around the circumference of the wheel. The wheel preferably includes a 
pair of axial pins by which the wheel is rotatably mounted within a socket in 
the nose section. The axial pins are preferably substantially coaxial with the 
central axis of the disc defined by the annular array of teeth. 



The socket for receiving the spherical wheel is preferably defined by the 
nose section. The socket preferably defines the aperture in the nose section. 
The interior of the socket is preferably of a complementary shape to part of the 
spherical wheel, such that the socket closely fits part of the spherical wheel. 

The interior of the socket preferably defines a substantially spherical 
cavity having a first aperture opening to the second sub-chamber and a second 
aperture opening externally to the housing. The second aperture is preferably 
generally rectangular in shape. The width of the second aperture is preferably 
substantially the same as, or slightly greater than, the width of the annular 
array of teeth. 

The guide means are preferably provided externally to the second 
aperture for guiding a section of hair across the teeth on the delivery wheel. 
The guide means preferably comprises a guide channel defined by guide walls 
provided along substantially the full length of each longitudinal side of the 
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second aperture. 

The present invention further provides a kit of parts for assembling into 
an applicator according to any of paragraphs seven to forty six. 

Specific embodiments of the invention will now be described by way of 
example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of an applicator according to 
a first embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 2 diagrammatically shows pressure being applied to each of the 
bubbles of the applicator of Fig. 1, in order to break the differentia] seal; 

Fig. 3 diagrammatically shows removal of the closure member of the 
applicator of Fig. 1, following the steps shown in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 diagrammatically shows pressure being applied to the container of 
the applicator of Fig. I , following the steps shown in Figs. 2 and 3, in order to 
deliver substance from within the container, through the conduit; 

Fig. 5 is a diagrammatic plan view of the applicator of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 6 is a diagrammatic sectional view along the line A-A of Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7 is a diagrammatic perspective view of an applicator according to a 
second embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 8 is a diagrammatic perspective view of the underside of the 
applicator of Fig. 7; 

Fig. 9 diagrammatically shows the removable lid members being removed 
from each of the mounting members; 

Fig. 10 is a diagrammatic perspective view of the underside of the 
applicator of Fig. 7 showing the apertures provided in the mounting members 
and an outline of the adhesive areas; 

Fig. 11 diagrammatically shows how the two mounting members are 
folded together to form a complete applicator; 

Fig. 12 is a diagrammatic perspective view of the applicator of Fig. 7 
having the two mounting members folded together, and diagrammatically 
indicates pressure being applied to each sub-container to force the compounds 
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through the apertures, to thereby mix them together; 

Fig. 13 diagrammatically shows removal of the closure member from the 
applicator of Fig. 12; 

Fig. 14 diagrammatically shows the application of manual pressure to the 
applicator in order to urge the mixed substance out through the conduits; 

Fig. 15 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of an applicator according 
to a third embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 16 diagrammatically shows pressure being applied to each bubble in 
order to break the differential seal therebetween, and to mix together the two 
compounds respectively stored in each bubble; 

Fig. 17 diagrammatically shows the conduit and nose member being 
moved towards the reservoir of the applicator of Fig. 15; 

Fig. 18 shows the completed applicator of Fig. 15, and diagrammatically 
indicates pressure being applied to the container to force the mixed substance 
out through the conduit; 

Fig. 19 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of an applicator according 
to a fourth embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 20 diagrammatically shows pressure being applied to the two 
bubbles of the applicator of Fig. 19, in order to break the differential seal 
therebetween; 

Fig. 21 shows the applicator of Fig. L9 with the cap removed from the 
conduit; 

Fig. 22 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of a housing suitable for 
use with the applicator of Fig. 19, the housing being in the open condition; 

Fig. 23 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of the internal surfaces of 
the housing of Fig. 22; 

Fig. 24 is a diagrammatic plan view of the housing of Fig. 23; 

Fig. 25 is a diagrammatic cross-sectional view along the line B-B of Fig. 

24; 

Fig. 26 is a diagrammatic cross-sectional view along the line C-C of Fig. 

24; 

Fig. 27 schematically indicates how the housing of Fig. 23 is closed; 
Fig. 28 shows the housing of Figs. 22 and 23 in the closed condition; 
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Fig. 29 shows the applicator of Fig. 21 being put into the housing of Fig. 

23; 

Fig. 30 shows the applicator of Fig. 21 in position within the housing of 
Fig. 23; 

Fig. 31 schematically indicates how the housing in the arrangement of 
Fig. 30 is closed over the applicator; 

Fig. 32 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of an applicator according 
to a variation of the fourth embodiment of the present invention in which the 
container conduit is longer and extends outwardly from the housing; 

Fig. 33 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of an alternative housing 
suitable for use with the applicators of Figs. 19 and 32, the housing having a 
removable nose section; 

Fig. 34 is a diagrammatic perspective view of a further alternative 
housing having an alternative design of nose section; 

Fig. 35 is a diagrammatic view in perspective from one side of the 
housing of Fig. 34, with the nose section attached; 

Fig. 36 is a diagrammatic view in perspective from the other side of the 
applicator of Fig. 35; 

Fig. 37 is a diagrammatic view of part of the housing of Figs. 33 or 34 
having an alternative design of nose section; 

Fig. 38 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of an alternative housing 
including a comb member suitable for use with the applicator of Figs. 19 and 
32; 

Fig. 39 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of the housing of Fig. 38 
with the front and back sections of the housing open; 

Fig. 40 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of a further alternative 
housing including a separate comb member suitable for use with the applicator 
of Figs. 19 and 32; 

Fig. 41 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of the housing of Fig. 40 
showing an applicator located therein; 

Fig. 42 is a diagrammatic view in perspective of an applicator according 
to a sixth embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 43 is a diagrammatic plan view of the applicator of Fig. 42; 
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Fig. 44 is a diagrammatic side view of the applicator of Fig. 43; 
Fig. 45 is a diagrammatic view of one end of the applicator of Fig. 42; 
Fig. 46 is a diagrammatic exploded view in perspective of the applicator 
of Fig. 42; 

Figure 47 is a diagrammatic sectional view of the applicator of Fig. 44 
along line D-D; 

Figure 48 is an enlarged diagrammatic view of detail E of Fig. 47; 

Figure 49 is a diagrammatic sectional view along line F-F of Fig. 48; 
. Figure 50 is a diagrammatic view of a deformable container forming part 
of an applicator according to a fifth embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 51 is a diagrammatic view of a second container having a delivery 
conduit for use in conjunction with the container of Fig. 50, to together form an 
applicator according to the fifth embodiment of the present invention; and 

Figure 52 is a diagrammatic representation of the container of Fig. 51 
with the delivery conduit inserted into the container of Fig. 50. 

A first embodiment of the invention, shown in Figs. 1 to 6, provides and 
applicator 10, for applying a substance to a surface of an article, such as for 
example colourant to hair or adhesive to a surface. The applicator 10 comprises 
two bubbles 12,14 provided on a frame member 16. The bubbles 1.2,14 and the 
frame member 16 together form a reservoir. The applicator also comprises 
delivery means, in the form of a conduit 18, for transferring a desired amount 
the substance contained within the bubbles, 12,14 from the reservoir to a 
surface (not shown). 

The bubbles 12,14 are separated by a breakable seal, in the form of a 
differential seal 20. The differential seal 20 is broken, as shown in Fig. 2, by 
the manual application of pressure, indicated by arrows 22,24, to each bubble 
12,14 respectively. The application of pressure to the bubbles 12,14 causes the 
compounds contained in the bubbles to be displaced towards the differential 
seal 20, thereby applying pressure to the differential seal. When the applied 
pressure exceeds a pre-determined level, the differential seal 20 is broken. 
Once the differential seal 20 is broken, the two bubbles 12,14 are joined 
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together to form a single large container 26, as shown in Fig. 3. 

In this example, the bubbles 12,14 are formed from a transparent 
flexible plastics material The bubbles 12,14 are therefore easily deformable, as 
is required in order to break the differential seal 20 and mix the compounds. 
The bubbles 12,14 and the differential seal 20 are, in this example, formed 
from a single piece of plastic sheeting. The frame 16 comprises, in this 
example, a flat sheet of plastic material. The bubbles 12,14 are bonded to the 
frame 16 to thereby encapsulate the compound held in each bubble. 

The frame 16 includes a tab section 28, which is removable from the 
body of the frame 16. The conduit 18 extends outwardly from the second 
bubble 14, across the frame 16 and across part of the tab section 28. The tab 
section 28 is defined by a score line 30, which also extends across the conduit 
18. The conduit 18 therefore comprises a first part L8a which is detachable 
from a second part of the conduit 1 8b. The first part 1.8a of the conduit forms 
a closure member on the second part of the conduit 18b. Removal of the first 
part 18a of the conduit, by breaking the score line 30, forms a V or C-shaped 
guide recess 19 at the end of the second part 1 8b of the conduit. The mixed 
substance may then be delivered from the container 26, through the conduit 
18b, to the article (not shown). When the article is one or more strands of hair, 
the hair is received in the guide recess 19 to guide movement of the conduit 18 
along a desired length of the hair. The guide recess 19 is thus defined by the 
score line 30. 

The applicator 10 is particularly suitable for applying a substance which 
is formed from two different compounds, which may be of different colours. 
The compounds are stored separately respectively in each bubble 12,14, as 
shown in Fig. 1, until a user desires to use the substance. The differential seal 
20 between the bubbles 12,14 is then broken by applying pressure, as shown in 
Fig. 2. The two compounds may then be mixed together to form the substance 
by manually manipulating the container 26. The compounds can be seen 
through the bubbles 12, 14. This enables a user to visually determine when the 
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two compounds are sufficiently well mixed. When the differential seal 20 is 
broken a space is formed inbetween the two original bubbles 12, 14. This 
increases the volume of the space in which the compounds are stored, and in 
which the compounds are subsequently mixed. Once the substance is mixed, 
the conduit 18 is opened by removal of the tab section 28 from the frame 16, 
which causes removal of the end section 18a of the conduit. The conduit 18 is 
thus opened allowing the substance to be delivered from the container 26 by 
application of pressure to the container 26, as shown in Fig. 4. 

Figs. 7 to 14 show an applicator 40 according to a second embodiment of 
the invention. The same reference numerals are retained for corresponding 
features. The applicator 40 comprises two substantially transparent bubbles 
42,44, provided respectively on mounting members 46,48. The mounting 
members 56,58 are hingedly inter-connected by way of a live or integral hinge 
54. The bubbles 42,44 and the mounting members 46,48 together form a 
reservoir. The applicator 40 further comprises delivery means in the form of 
conduits 50,52, which, in combination, are of the same design as the conduit 18 
of the first embodiment. 

The conduits 50,52 extend generally outwardly from their respective 
bubbles 42,44. The conduits 50,52 extend across the respective mounting 
members 46,48 and partway across a tab section 28 of each mounting member 
46,48. The tab section 28 is defined by a score line 30, which also extends 
across each conduit. 

The bubbles, 42,44 are sealingly connected, around their mouth 42a,44a, 
to the respective mounting members 46,48. As shown in Figs. 8 to 10, three 
apertures 56 are provided in each mounting member 46,48. The apertures 56 
are arranged so as to be located within the mouth 42a,44a of each bubble 42,44. 

A removable lid 58 is provided on each mounting member 46,48 across 
the respective apertures 56, as best seen in Figs. 8 and 9. The removable Ms 58 
prevent leakage of a compound from within each bubble 42,44, when the 
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applicator 40 is in its first condition, as shown in Figs. 7 to 1 J . 

Contact adhesive 60 is provided on an area of each mounting member 
46,48, around the apertures 56. The adhesive 60 is provided to securely attach 
the mounting members 46,48 to one another when the applicator 40 is in its 
second condition as shown in Figs. 12 to 14. The applicator 40 is transformed 
from its first condition to its second condition by folding the first mounting 
member 46 over into contact with the second mounting member 48, or vice 
versa, as shown in Fig. 11. 

When the mounting members 46,48 are fixed together, they together 
form a frame 16 around the bubbles 42,44. Because the apertures 56 in each of 
the mounting members 46,48 are correspondingly located, each opposing pair 
of apertures 56 together form a connecting conduit between the two bubbles 
42,44. The conduits between the bubbles 42,44 allow for mixing of the 
compounds stored within the bubbles, in order to form the active substance. 
This is achieved through manual manipulation of the bubbles 42,44, as 
indicated by the arrows 62 in Fig. 12. The manual application of pressure to the 
bubbles 42,44 forces the compounds through the conduits between the bubbles, 
thereby mixing the compounds together and forming the active substance. The 
mixing of the compounds may be visually monitored through the bubbles 42, 
44, allowing the completion of the mixing to be visually determined. 

As discussed above in relation to the first embodiment, the conduits 50 
are opened by detachment of the tab section 28 from the frame 16, as shown in 
Fig. 13. This opens both of the conduits 50,52 connected to their respective 
bubbles 42,44. 

In use, the two compounds which together form the substance to be 
applied are stored separately respectively in the bubbles 42,44, as shown in Fig. 
7. When a user desires to activate and use the substance, the lids 58 are 
manually removed from the mounting members 46,48. Removal of the lids 58 
reveals the apertures 56 and the contact adhesive 60, as shown, in Figs. 9 and 
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10. The mounting members 46,48 are then hingeclly moved from their first 
condition shown in Fig. 7, to their second condition shown in Fig. 12, by 
hingedly bringing the mounting members together, as shown in Fig. 11. The 
contact adhesive 60 provided on the mounting members 46,48 securely 
attaches the mounting members together. In the second condition, 
corresponding pairs of apertures provided in the mounting members 46,48 
together form connecting conduits between the two bubbles 42,44. 

The two compounds are then mixed together, as shown in Fig. 12, by 
means of the application of manual pressure to each bubble. This results in 
mixing of the two compounds, to form the active substance. Once the mixing 
has been completed, which may be determined visually, the tab section 28 of 
the frame 16 is removed, to thereby open the conduits 50,52. The application 
of pressure 64 to one or each bubble 42,44, as shown in Fig. 14, forces the 
mixed substance out of the bubbles through the respective conduits 50,52. 

An applicator 70 according to a third embodiment of the present 
invention is shown in Figs. 15 to 18. The same reference numerals will be 
retained for corresponding features. The applicator 70 comprises two bubbles 
12,14 provided on a frame 16, which together form a reservoir. The bubbles are 
separated by a differential seal 20. As described above in connection with the 
first embodiment, the differential seal 20 is broken by the manual application 
of pressure, indicated by arrows 22,24. The two bubbles 12,34, once the 
differential seal 20 has been broken, together forming a single container 26. 
The two compounds which together form the substance are respectively stored 
in each bubble 12,14, and are mixed together by means of manual manipulation 
of the container 26. As above, the mixing of the compounds may be visually 
monitored through the container 26. 

The applicator 70 further comprises delivery means 72, for transferring a 
desired amount of the substance from the reservoir container 26 to a surface. 
The delivery means comprises a conduit 74 which is formed at an angle at one 
end 74a. A nose member 76 is provided at the other end of the conduit 74. One 



WO 02/22466 



PCT/GB01/04041 



22 

side of the nose member 76 is formed into a generally V-shaped guide channel 
78. The V-shaped guide recess in the form of a guide channel 78 extends 
generally outwardly from the other end of the conduit 74. A retaining plate 80 
extends generally outwardly from the other side of the nose member 76. The 
retaining plate is provided generally underneath the conduit 74, with a space 
provided therebetween. 

In use, a user manually breaks the differential seal 20 and mixes the 
compounds together to form the active substance, as previously described. The 
reservoir and the delivery means 72 are then brought together, as shown in Fig. 
17. The angled end 74a of the conduit 74 is used to puncture a wall of the 
container 26, so that the conduit 74 may be inserted therethrough into the 
container. The retaining plate 80 is located underneath the frame, part of the 
frame being received within the space between the conduit 74 and the retaining 
plate 80. Once the applicator 70 is assembled, a user may apply manual 
pressure, as indicated by arrow 82, to the container 26 in order to urge the 
substance out of the container, through the delivery means 72, as shown in Fig. 
18. 

Figs. 19 to 21 show an applicator 90 according to a fourth embodiment 
of the present invention. The applicator 90 comprises two bubbles 92,94, 
around which there Ls provided a frame 96. The bubbles 92,94 are separated by 
a differential seal 98. The bubbles 92,94 and the frame 96 together form a 
reservoir means. 

The applicator 90 further comprises delivery means 100. The delivery 
means 100 extend generally outwardly from one end of one bubble 94. The 
delivery means 100 comprises a conduit 102 and a mounting member 104 by 
which the conduit is connected to the one bubble 94 and the frame 96. The 
mounting member 104 is incorporated into the frame 96. 

A cap 106 is provided over the open end of the conduit 102. The cap L06 
is removably mountable on the conduit 102, the inner surface of the cap being 
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provided with an internal thread which is co-operatively engageable with a 
corresponding thread 108 provided on the conduit 102. A flange 110 is 
provided around the conduit 102, generally towards the mounting member 104. 
The length of the cap .106 is such that when in position on the conduit 102 the 
cap 106 extends up to, and generally abuts, the flange 110. 

In this example, the bubbles 92,94 and the frame 96 are moulded as a 
single piece of substantially transparent plastic material. The bubbles 92,94 are 
readily deformable. The frame 96 is rigid relative to the bubbles 92,94. An 
aperture 112 is provided within the frame, towards the opposite end to the 
delivery means 100. 

The differential seal 98 between the two bubbles 92,94 may be broken by 
the manual application of pressure, indicated by arrows 114,116, on the 
bubbles 92,94, as shown in Fig. 20. When the differentia] seal 98 has been 
broken, the two bubbles 92,94 together form a single container I 18, as shown 
in Fig. 21. Further manual pressure may be applied to the container 1 18 in 
order to mix the contents of the two bubbles, now present in the single 
container 1.1.8, together to form the active substance. 

In use, each bubble 92,94 contains a different compound which when 
mixed together form the active substance which is to be applied. When the user 
wishes to apply the said substance, manual pressure is applied to the two 
bubbles 92,94, as shown in Fig. 20, in order to rupture the differentia] seal 98. 
The two compounds are thus brought together within a single container 118. 
Further manual manipulation of the container I J 8 may be carried out in order 
to mix the two compounds together in order to form the active substance. The 
mixing of the compounds may be visually monitored through one or both sides 
of the container 118. Once the substance is sufficiently mixed, the cap 106 
may be removed from the conduit 102, allowing delivery of the active substance 
through the conduit. 



An applicator 260 according to a fifth embodiment of the present 
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invention is shown in Figs. 50 to 52. The applicator 260 is a two-part 
applicator, comprising a deformable container 262, shown in Fig. 50, and a 
vessel 264, shown in Fig. 51. The same reference numerals are retained for 
corresponding features. 

The deformable container 262 is substantially the same as the applicator 
90 according to the fourth embodiment of the invention, as shown in Fig. 2.1, 
with the following modification. In this example, the reservoir means 
comprises a frame 96 and a single container 266. 

The vessel 264 comprises a generally tubular body 268 having a frusto- 
conical section 270 at one end. The other end 272 of the body 268 is sealed by 
means of a crimped seal. The body 268 is deformable, and in this example is 
formed from deformable aluminium, so that the body 268 is generally similar, 
for example, to a tube for tomato puree or toothpaste. 

The vessel 264 also comprises a delivery conduit, in the form of an 
elongate nozzle 274. The nozzle 274 extends outwardly from the conical end 
270 of the vessel 264. The nozzle 274 is of a generally elongate frus to-conical 
shape, with its diameter decreasing in the direction away from the body 268. 
The free end 276 of the nozzle 274 is formed into a closure end section, 
defined by a score line 278. The closure end 276 is manually removable from 
the rest of the nozzle 274, for example by cutting along the scoreline 278 to 
thereby open the nozzle 274. 

Four longitudinally extending fins 280 are circumferentially spaced, 
around the nozzle 274 at its end closest to the body 268. The flanges 280 
prevent the nozzle 274 from being sealingly inserted into the conduit 102 of 
the deformable container 262, as described further below. 

In use, a first compound, for example a hair dye, is stored within the 
deformable container 262 and a second compound, for example peroxide or any 
other suitable activator, is stored within the vessel 264. In this example, the 
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substance to be applied is a hair colourant, formed by mixing together the hair 
dye compound and the activator compound. The dye and the activator must be 
kept separate until they are required to be used because once the activator is 
mixed with the dye, oxidation occurs to make an active colourant, which if left 
unused will deteriorate and degrade. 

When a user desires to apply the hair colourant, the colourant is mixed 
as follows. The closure end 276 of the nozzle 274 of the vessel 264 is broken 
or cut off, to thereby open the nozzle 274. The nozzle 274 is then inserted into 
the deformable container 266, through the conduit 102, as illustrated in Fig. 52. 
The flanges 280 on the nozzle 274 restrict the length of the nozzle 274 which 
can be inserted into the deformable container 266 through the conduit 102. 
This is necessary in order to ensure that an air flow path is maintained from 
the interior of the container 266 to the external atmosphere, in order to allow 
air to be expelled from the container 266 as the activator compound is inserted 
into the container 266, as described in more detail below. 

Once the nozzle 274 is fully inserted into the container 266 the user may 
then apply manual pressure to the body 268 in order to squeeze the activator 
compound out of the body 268, and through the nozzle 274 into the 
deformable container 266. As the activator compound is delivered into the 
container 266, air within the container 266 is expelled through the conduit 102. 
In this example, the nozzle 274 extends to close to the far end 282 of the 
container 266. This is desirable to ensure complete mixing of the dye and 
activator compounds. 

Following delivery of the required amount of activator from the vessel 
264 into the deformable container 266, the nozzle 274 is then withdrawn from 
the container 266 and the conduit 102. The lid 106 is then replaced on the 
conduit 102 to seal the container 266. The user may then manually manipulate 
the container 266 in order to cause mixing of the dye and the activator 
compounds. As discussed above in connection with the fourth embodiment, 
the container 266 is formed, at least on one side, from transparent plastic 
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material. This enables the user to visually monitor the mixing of the 
compounds within the container 266. Once the substance is sufficiently well 
mixed, the cap 106 may be removed from the conduit 102, allowing delivery of 
the active substance through the conduit. 

Figs. 22 to 32 show a housing 120 within which the reservoir, namely the 
container 118 and the delivery conduit 102, of the embodiment shown in Fig. 
21, and the container 262 and the delivery conduit 102 of the embodiment 
shown in Fig. 50, may be at least partially received. The housing 120 comprises 
a front section 122 and a back section 124. The front section 122 is connected 
to the back section 124 by means of a live or integral hinge 126. Locking means 
are provided for securing the front portion 122 and the back portion 124 
closed, as shown in Fig. 28. The locking means take the form of a recess 128 
provided in the front section in which a tab 130, provided on the back section, 
is engagably receivable. In this example, the locking means further comprises a 
boss 132 provided on the external face of the recess 128, for engagement in a 
correspondingly located aperture 134 within the tab 130. 

The front section 122 and the back section 124 are, in this example, of 
the same size and cross-sectional shape. The front section 122 and the back 
section 1 24 are also of similar sectional shape to the frame 96 of the Figs. 19 to 
21. The front section 122 and the back section 124 are of slightly larger overall 
shape than the container 118, the frame 96, the conduit 102 and the mounting 
member 104 in order to provide sufficient space for them to be received within 
the housing 120. 

The back section 124 is concave in shape in order to define sufficient 
space between the back portion 124 and the front portion 122 in which to 
receive some of the container 118, the frame 96, the conduit 102 and the 
mounting member 104. The front section 122 comprises a generally annular 
channel, the inner edge of which defines an aperture 136 through which part of 
the container 118 extends when received within the housing 120, 
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One end of each of the front section 122 and the back section 124 is 
shaped so that when the front section 122 and the back section 124 are closed 
together, they together define an aperture 142 through which substance may be 
delivered from the conduit 102. The aperture 142 is defined within a guide 
recess or channel 143 in which the desired length of hair can be received and 
the applicator guided therealong to apply colourant uniformly to the hair. 

In this example, retaining means in the form of sockets 138 and a pin 
140 are provided on the housing for retaining the container 118 and the 
conduit 102 in their correct position within the housing 120. The pin 140 is 
receivable through the aperture 112 provided in the frame 96. The sockets 138 
are of a size and shape suitable for receiving part of flange 110 provided 
around the conduit 102. 

In this example, the housing is an injection moulded plastic structure, 
formed from a plastic material such as polycarbonate, polypropylene or ABS. 
As will be appreciated, the housing 120 may be of any size and shape suitable 
to receive a particular reservoir. It will be appreciated that any of the above 
described applicators may be used in conjunction with a suitably shaped 
housing. 

In use, the applicator 90 of Fig. 21 is positioned in the back section 124 
of the housing 120. The pin 140 being located through the aperture 102 
provided in the frame 96, and the flange 110 being located within the socket 
138 on the back section 124. When the applicator is located within the back 
section 124 of the housing, the conduit 102 abuts the wall of the back section 
124 which. The conduit 102 thus adjoins the aperture 142. 

Fig. 32 shows a further embodiment of the invention which is similar to 
that described in Figs. 19 to 3.1, with the following modification. The conduit 
102 extends out from the housing 120, through the aperture 142 defined by the 
front section 122 and the back section 124 of the housing 120. 
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Fig. 33 shows an alternative housing 150, being substantially the same as 
the housing 120, with the following modifications. The same reference 
numerals are retained for corresponding features. A detachable nose section 
152 is provided at one end of the housing. The front section 154 and the back 
section 156 of the housing 150 are shaped so as to define a recess 158 within 
which the nose section 152 is receivable. 

The conduit 102 extends out from the housing 150 into the recess 158. 
The nose section 1.52 includes an aperture 160 in which the said end of the 
conduit 102 is receivable. The nose section 1.52 is removably attachable to the 
housing 150 by means of an interference or friction fit attachment between the 
nose section aperture 160 and the said end of the conduit 102. The nose 
section 152 further includes a guide channel 162 which is generally V-shaped. 
The aperture 160 is located generally at the apex of the V-shaped guide channel 
162. Thus, in use, the article, for example strands of hair can be received in the 
guide channel 162, .158 to enable the colourant to be applied uniformly along 
the desired length of the hair via The conduit 1.02 and the aperture 102. 

Figs. 34 to 36 shows a further alternative housing L70 having a 
detachable nose member 172. The housing 170 is substantially the same as the 
housing of Fig. 33, with the following modification. The same reference 
numerals are retained for corresponding features. The nose section 172 
includes an aperture 174 in which the end of the conduit 102 is receivable. 

A further alternative nose section 180 is shown in Fig. 37, and is suitable 
. for use with the housings of Figs. 33 to 36. The same reference numerals are 
retained for corresponding features. The nose section 1 80 includes a tongue 
182 onto which a substance is delivered before being applied to a surface. The 
tongue 182 comprises a generally semi-circular disc. A plurality of teeth 184 
are provided on one edge of the tongue 182. Adjacent teeth 184 may define 
therebetween a guide recess 188 for use in a similar way to the guide recesses 
and channels described above. 
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A further alternative housing 190 is shown in Figs. 38 and 39. The 
housing 190 is substantially the same as the housings of Figs. 22 to 27 and 33 
to 36, with the following modifications. The same reference numerals are 
retained for corresponding features. 

A comb member 192 is provided which extends generally outwardly from 
the other end of the housing 190. In this example, the comb 192 is formed 
integrally with the back section 156 of the housing. The comb 192 comprises a 
tapered, substantially planar plate member. The comb 192 is slightly curved in 
shape. A plurality of teeth 194 are provided along one edge of the comb 192. 
The comb may be used to disperse the substance once it has been applied to the 
desired surface. For example, the comb 192 may be used to comb hair 
colourant through a section of hair, or may be used to spread adhesive once 
applied to a surface. 

A further alternative housing 200 is shown in Figs. 40 and 41. The 
housing 200 is substantially the same as the housing 190, with the following 
modifications. The same reference numerals are retained for corresponding 
features. 

In this example, the comb 202 is provided separately to the housing 200. 
The comb 202 is attachable to the housing 200 by means of an aperrure 204 
provided at one end of the comb 202. The aperture 204 is locatabie over a boss 
206 provided on the internal surface of the back section 156 of the housing 
200. The boss 206 may be the pin 140 shown in Figs. 23 to 27 and 29 to 32. As 
shown in Fig. 41, once the comb 202 is attached to the housing 200, an 
applicator 90, as described in the fourth embodiment of the invention, may be 
placed within the housing 200. A boss 206 is receivable through an aperture 
112 provided in the frame 96 of the applicator 90. The front section 154 of the 
housing 200 is then closed over onto the back section 156 of the housing. The 
flange 208 provided on the internal surface of the front section 154 of the 
housing then comes into contact with the boss 206, thereby preventing removal 
of the applicator 90 and the comb 202 from the boss 206. The comb 202 may 
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pivot about the boss 206, allowing a user to move the comb 202 between the in- 
use condition as shown, and a storage condition (not shown) in which the comb 
202 is arranged generally alongside the housing 200. 

An applicator 210 according to a sixth embodiment of the invention is 
shown in Figs. 42 to 49. The applicator 210, in this example, is for applying 
colourant to hair. The applicator 210 comprises two main parts, namely a 
reservoir means 212 in which the colourant is stored, and a toothed delivery 
wheel 214 operable to transfer a desired amount of the colourant onto a section 
of hair (not shown). 

As shown in Figs. 42 to 49, the reservoir comprises, in general terms, a 
housing member 216, a nose section 218 removably mountable at one end of 
the housing member 216, and a shroud member 220 slidingly mountable over 
the housing member 216 at its other end. 

The structure of the applicator 210 is shown in more detail in Figs. 46 to 
49. As can be seen in these figures, a spaced pair of containers 222 are 
provided within the housing member 216, for holding the colourant to be 
applied to the hair. Each container 222 has a nozzle 224 provided at one end 
and is open at the other end. fn this example, the containers 222 are mounted 
in a spaced relationship on a mounting plate 226, but it will be appreciated that 
the containers 222 may be provided separately. 

A non-return diaphragm valve 225 is provided within each nozzle 224, 
for controlling the flow of colourant out of each container 222. The non-return 
valves also prevent any air being taken into the container 222 during, or 
following, the delivery of colourant through each nozzle 224. This helps to 
prevent degradation, by oxidization, of the hair colourant. The containers 222, 
nozzles 224, non-return diaphragm valves 225 and the mounting plate are 
formed as a single piece of plastics material. 



The containers 222 are received within the housing member 216 such 
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that the nozzled. ends of The containers 222 abut the closed end 216a of The 
housing member 216, each nozzle 224 protruding through an aperture 228 
provided within the said closed end 216a. The nozzles 224 extend generally 
outwardly from the ends of the containers 222, and are angled towards The 
longitudinal axis X of The applicaTor 210, and hence Towards one another. 

The conTainers 222 may conTain The same colouranT subsTance> or may 
conTain two separate substances which together form the colourant, for 
example hair dye and peroxide, or any other suitable activator. The dye and 
activator must be kepr separaTe unTil they are required to be used because once 
The activator is mixed with The dye oxidaTion occurs To make an acTive 
colourant, buT if left unused the colourant will deteriorate and degrade. 

The shroud member 220 comprises a casing 221 having an end wall 
220a. Two plungers 230 extend from the end wall 220a within The casing. The 
shroud member 220 is of substantially the same sectional shape and sectional 
area as the housing member 216, to enable the housing member 216 to be 
closely received within The shroud member 220. The open end of the shroud 
member 220b is locatable over the open end 216b of The housing member 216, 
and the plungers 230 received within the respective container 222. 

A short cylindrical member 232 exTends from The closed end 216a of The 
housing member 216. The ouTer surface of The cylindrical member 232 is 
provided wirh a screw Thread for engagemenT wiTh a corresponding Thread 
provided on The inner surface of a recess 234 provided wiThin The nose section 
218. The nose section 218 may Thereby be screwed onto the housing member 
216. A seal 256 is provided between the end 216a of the housing member and 
the nose section 218. 

As is most clearly shown in Figures 47 to 49, a separation plate 238 is 
provided over the open end of the cylindrical member 232. The cylindrical 
member 232 and separation plate 238 together define a first sub-chamber 236 
inro which colourant may be delivered from The conTainers 222. A spaced pair 
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of nozzles 240 are provided on one side of the separation plate 238. The 
nozzles 240 extend outwardly from the separation plate 238 at an angle 
towards the longitudinal axis X of the applicator 210, and are directed towards 
one another. A non-return diaphragm valve 225 is provided within each nozzle 
240, to control the delivery of colourant from the first sub-chamber 236 into a 
second sub-chamber 242, to be described in more detail below. 

The separation plate 238 is arranged generally parallel to the closed end 
216a of the housing member 216, and the nozzle ends of the containers 222. 
The spaced pair of nozzles 240 on the separation plate 238 are orientated at 
approximately a 90° rotation from the nozzles 224 on the containers 222. 
There is thus provided a spaced, crossed arrangement of two pairs of nozzles 
224,240. 

As a result of the angle of each nozzle 224,240, colourant delivered 
through one nozzle 224,240 in each pair of nozzles 224,240, into the first sub- 
chamber 236 and second sub-chamber 242 respectively, is caused to mix with 
colourant delivered through the other nozzle 224,240 of each pair. The crossed 
arrangement of the two pairs of nozzles 224,240 provides improved mixing of 
the colourant as it is passed from the first sub-chamber 236 into the second 
sub-chamber 242. 

As shown in Figure 46, the nose section 218 comprises two identical 
parts 244, which together define the recess 234 for receiving the cylindrical 
member 232, by which the nose section 218 may be attached to the housing 
member 216. The nose section parts 244 additionally define the second 
chamber 242. 

The nose section parts 244 further define a socket 246 for receiving the 
toothed delivery wheel 214. The toothed delivery wheel 214 is generally 
spherical in shape, and the socket 246 is of a complementary part-spherical 
shape. The socket 246 provides a selectively openable aperture between the 
second sub-chamber 242 and the exterior of the applicator 210. 
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As is best seen in Figures 46 and 49, an annular array of teeth 248 are 
provided around the circumference of the wheel 214. The toothed delivery 
wheel 214 is rotatably mounted within the socket 246 on a pair of pins 250, and 
may rotate in either direction, as indicated by the arrow Z in Figure 48. The 
pins 250 are coaxial with the central axis of the disc defined by the array of 
teeth 248. 

The non-toothed parts of the wheel 214 are sealingly seated within the 
socket 246. The teeth in the array of teeth 248 sealingly engage with the 
interior surface of the socket 246 during a first part of a rotation of the wheel 
214. The teeth in the array 248 pass through the second chamber during a 
second part of a rotation. The teeth then again seal against the internal face of 
the socket 246 during a third part of the rotation. During the final part of a 
rotation of the wheel the teeth in the array 248 are presented externally to the 
applicator 210, for contact with a section of hair. 

The socket 246 has a first opening which opens inwardly into the second 
sub-chamber 242, and a second opening which opens externally to the 
applicator 210. The second opening from the socket 246 is of generally 
rectangular section, and is of substantially the same width as the array of teeth 
248. The first opening is of generally elliptical section, its major axis being 
greater than the width of the array of teeth 248. 

The end 218a of the nose section is shaped to include two guide 
members 252 which together define a guide channel 254 for receiving a section 
of hair, and guiding the movement of the array of teeth 248 along the section of 
hair. 

The applicator 210 is manually operable by a user as follows. The user 
holds the applicator 210 in one hand, with the end 220a of the shroud member 
220 uppermost and the end of the nose section 218 in contact with, or close to, 
the hair to be coloured. The user then applies pressure to the end 220a of the 
shroud member 220, thereby pushing the shroud member 220 over the housing 
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member 216, and causing the plungers 230 to move towards the nozzled ends 
of the containers 222. Pressure is thereby applied to the colourant within the 
containers 222, and the colourant is forced through the non-return diaphragm 
valves 225 within the nozzles 224 into the first sub-chamber 236. 

As the colourant is forced through the nozzles 224 the colourant from 
the separate containers 222 undergoes a degree of mixing as it enters the first 
sub-chamber 236. Colourant continues to pass into the first sub-chamber 236 
until the first sub-chamber 236 is substantially full. The further delivery of 
colourant into the first sub-chamber then causes colourant to pass through the 
nozzles 240 into the second sub-chamber 242. Partially mixed colourant from 
the first sub-chamber 236 is thereby further mixed on passing into the second 
sub-chamber 242. 

The applicator 210 is positioned over a section of hair to which colourant 
is to be applied, the section of hair being located within the guide channel 254. 
Whilst continuing to apply pressure to the end 220a of the shroud member 220, 
a user may move the applicator along the section of hair, thereby causing 
rotation of the toothed wheel member 214 within the socket 246. As the wheel 
member 214 rotates, colourant is collected from the second sub-chamber 242, 
within the gaps between the teeth in the array 248, and is carried to the open 
end of the socket 246, where the colourant is deposited onto the section of hair. 
The user continues to apply pressure to the shroud member 220 whilst moving 
the applicator 210 along the section of hair to which the colourant is to be 
applied, until application of the colourant is completed. The user may then 
repeat the procedure for a further section of hair. 

It will be appreciated that the applicator 210 may be provided with the 
reservoir fully constructed, having containers 222 full of colourant provided 
therein, for immediate use. Once the applicator has been used, it may then be 
disposed of. Alternatively, the applicator may be provided with the housing 
member 216 and nose section 218 constructed and connected together, and the 
shroud member 220 and containers 222 containing the colourant provided 
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separately. In this arrangement it is envisaged that the applicator 210 may be 
re-used by replacing spent containers 222 with new, full containers holding 
further colourant. The housing member 216, nose section 218 and shroud 
member 220 may be separated to allow cleaning of them before the new 
containers 222 are inserted, and the applicator 2J0 re-used. 

Various modifications may be made to the described embodiments 
without departing from the cope of the present invention. For example, the 
housing may be used , with any of the other applicators described above, 
although it will be appreciated that the socket and the pin may need to be 
moved or removed in order to accommodate these applicators. It will also be 
appreciated that the applicators and their housing may be of a different shape < 
to that shown in the figures, and that the housing does not have to be of the 
same general shape as the reservoir but merely be able to receive the reservoir 
and the delivery means therein. 

The two bubbles may be of different relative sizes depending at least in 
part upon the relative quantities of each element required to be mixed together 
to form a substance. It will also be appreciated that the tab section may be of a 
different shape to that shown. 

Referring in particular to the second embodiment, the live hinge 
connecting the two mounting members may be replaced by a different form of 
hinge mechanism, or may be removed entirely so that the two bubbles are 
initially separate from one another. It will be appreciated that the removable 
lids provided across the apertures in the mounting members may be of a 
different size and shape to that shown. In addition, a different number of 
apertures may be used, and the apertures may be of a different shape. In 
addition, the contact adhesive may be provided across the full extent of one or 
each mounting member, or may only be provided around the rim of each 
aperture. 

A plurality of mounting members, and their associated bubbles and lids, 
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may be connected Together in series for convenient storage. In particular, a 
plurality of hinged pairs of mounting member may be connected together in 
series. 

Referring to the third embodiment, it will be appreciated that the 
delivery means may be different to that shown, and may simply comprise a 
conduit. It will also be appreciated that the nose member may be of a different 
shape to that shown, and that the guide channel may be removed. In addition, 
the retaining plate may be of a different shape and size to that shown, or may 
be removed entirely. 

Referring to the fourth embodiment of the invention described above, it 
will again be appreciated that the bubbles may be of a different size and shape 
to that shown. The mounting member of the delivery means may be of a 
different size and shape to that shown, in particular, the mounting member 
does not have to extend across the full width of the frame and/or the sub- 
container. It will also be appreciated that the cap may be attached to the 
conduit by an alternative locking arrangement. The conduit and the cap may 
have a different sectional shape to that shown. 

The housing described above may be of a different general shape to that 
shown. The sockets for receiving respective parts of the flange provided on the 
conduit may be of a different size and shape, and may be provided at a 
different location, or may be removed entirely. The pin shown on the back 
section of the housing may alternatively be located on the front section of the 
housing, and may be at a different relative position. In addition, more than one 
pin may be provided for location through a corresponding one of a plurality of 
holes provided in the frame, or the pin may be removed entirely. A different 
form of locking means may be used to lock the front and back sections of the 
housing together in the dosed condition. The aperture defined by the front and 
back sections of the housing may be of a different size and shape to that 
shown. The guide channel defined by the front and back sections of the 
housing may also be of a different size and shape to that shown, or may be 
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removed. 

The nose sections of the alternative housing described above may be of a 
different size and shape to that shown. The guide channel included in the nose 
member may be a different size and shape to that shown. 

The comb provided on the further alternative housing described may be 
of a different size and shape to that shown, and may have a different number 
of teeth to that shown. It will be appreciated that the comb may be arranged 
such that the curve of the comb is directed in either sense. The comb may 
alternatively be provided on the front section of the housing. It will be 
appreciated that the separate comb may be arranged to curve in either sense, 
and is therefore reversible. 

Referring to the sixth embodiment of the invention described above, the 
nose section 218 may be permanently secured onto the housing member 216, 
or may be detachable from the housing member to enable cleaning of the nose 
section. In the example described, two containers 222 holding colourant are 
provided, and are mounted on a mounting plate 226. It will be appreciated that 
a different number of containers may be used, and that the containers 222 may 
be separately provided, having no mounting plate 226. A corresponding 
number of plungers 230 will be provided within the shroud member 220. A 
different type of valve may be provided within the nozzles 224,240, and the 
nozzle, valve and container may be provided as separate parts rather than being 
formed as a single piece as is described. 

It will be appreciated that a different number of mixing chambers may be 
provided within the nose section. For example, a single mixing chamber may be 
sufficient where a single substance is contained within the containers 222, 
whilst it may be preferable to have a greater number of chambers in some 
instances where a greater degree of mixing of two or more separate substances 
is required before application to the hair. Where a single chamber is provided, 
it will be appreciated that there is no need to have the separation plate 238. A 



WO 02/22466 



PCT/GB01/04041 



38 

different number of nozzles may be provided within the separation plate. 

The toothed delivery wheel may be of a different shape to that described, 
and may have a different arrangement of teeth provided thereon. 

Whilst endeavouring in the foregoing specification to draw attention to 
those features of the invention believed to be of particular importance it should 
be understood that the Applicant claims protection in respect of any patentable 
feature or combination of features hereinbefore referred to and/or shown in the 
drawings whether or not particular emphasis has been placed thereon. 
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laims:- 



1. An applicator comprising reservoir means for holding a substance to be 
applied to an article and delivery means for transferring a desired amount of 
the substance from the reservoir means to the article. 

2. An applicator according to claim I, wherein the applicator further 
includes guide means for guiding the applicator and the article relative to each 
other. 

3. An applicator according to claim 2, wherein the guide means comprises a 
formation to receive a portion of the article, the formation defining a recess or a 
channel. 

4. An applicator according to claim 3, wherein the formation defines a 
generally V or C-shaped recess or channel. 

5. An applicator according to any preceding claim, wherein the reservoir 
means comprises a deformable container means and a frame member, the 
container being sealingly connected to the frame member, and the frame 
member at least partially surrounding the container means. 

6. An applicator according to claim 5, wherein the container means 
comprises first and second sub-containers, each sub-container 
comprising a bubble formed from a flexible membrane. 

7. An applicator according to claim 6, wherein the bubbles are separated by 
a breakable seal, such that when the seal is broken the bubbles come into at 
least partial communication with one another. 

8. An applicator according to claim 6, wherein the bubbles are respectively 
provided on first and second mounting members, each mounting member 
comprising a sheet of substantially rigid material, and at least, one aperture is 
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substantially correspondingly provided in each mounting member, and each 
bubble includes a mouth across which the respective mounting member is 
provided, the or each aperture being located within the area of the mouth. 

9. An applicator according to claim 8, wherein the first and second 
mounting members are movable between a first condition in which they are 
substantially separate from one another and a second condition in which they 
are secured together to form the frame member. 

10. An applicator according to claim 9, wherein the first and second 
mounting members are hingedly connected, and in the second condition the or 
each aperture in the first mounting member is substantially aligned with the 
corresponding aperture or apertures in the second mounting member, thereby 
forming one or more connecting conduits between the bubbles. 

11. An applicator according to claim 9 or 10, wherein adhesive is provided 
on at least part of one or each mounting member to enable the mounting 
members to be secured together. 

12. An applicator according to claim 11, wherein the adhesive is a contact, 
adhesive provided around the or each aperture. 

13. An applicator according to claim 12, wherein a removable lid member is 
provided across the open side of each aperture to substantially prevent leakage 
of the substance from the respective bubble, and the contact adhesive is 
provided across substantially the full area of the or each mounting member 
covered by the respective lid members. 

14. An applicator according to claim 13, wherein each lid member comprises 
a strip of material coated, at least on one side, with a substance which permits 
removal of the lid member from the contact adhesive. 



15. An applicator according to any preceding claim, in which the delivery 



WO 02/22466 



PCT/GB01/04041 



41 

means desirably comprises a conduit having a proximal end closest to the 
container means, and a distal end through which the substance can be 
dispensed, the conduit extending through a delivery aperture provided in a wall 
of the container means. 

16- An applicator according to claim 15, wherein the closure member 
comprises a section of the conduit adjacent said distal end, the conduit being 
sealed at said distal end and said end section being manually detachable from 
the rest of the conduit. 

17. An applicator according to claim 16, wherein the conduit extends 
outwardly across the frame member, the conduit being connected to the frame 
member, the frame member including a manually removable tab section across 
which the end section of the conduit is provided. 

18. An applicator according to any of claims 15 to 17, wherein the delivery 
means includes a conduit having means for puncturing a wall of the container 
or bubble provided at said proximal end, so that said proximal end can be 
inserted through the wall of the container, the puncturing means comprising a 
section of the conduit at the one end formed at an acute angle, with respect to 
the longitudinal direction of the conduit. 

19. An applicator according to any of claims 15 to 18, wherein a nose 
member is provided around said distal end of the conduit, the nose member 
including a retaining plate extending outwardly from said distal end, the 
proximal end of the conduit extending over the retaining plate, there being a 
space between the conduit and the retaining plate, such that part of the frame 
member is receivable within the said space. 

20. An applicator according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the reservoir means 
further comprises a vessel having a delivery conduit extending outwardly from 
one end thereof, through which a first compound can be delivered from the 
vessel into the deformable container for mixing with a second compound 
present within the deformable container. 
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21. An applicator according to claim 20, wherein the delivery conduit is of a 
length such that, when received within the deform able container, the delivery 
conduit extends at least part way into the deformable container. 

22. An applicator according to claim 20 or 21, wherein the delivery conduit is 
of a sectional size and shape to allow the delivery conduit to be received into 
the deformable container through the delivery means, the sectional area of the 
delivery conduit being less than the sectional area of the delivery means such 
that an air gap exists therebetween when the delivery conduit is received 
through the delivery means, and a stop means is provided at one or more 
locations externally of the delivery conduit to restrict the length of the delivery 
conduit which may enter the deformable container, and to provide an air outlet 
from the deformable container. 

23. An applicator according to any preceding claim, further including a 
housing within which the reservoir and the delivery means are at least partially 
received, the housing comprising a front section and a back section hingedly 
connected together, wherein the front and back sections together define an 
aperture at one end of the housing, the aperture being of substantially the same 
sectional area and shape as the conduit of the delivery means. 

24. An applicator according to any of claims 1, 2, or 20 to 22, wherein the 
applicator further includes a nose section removably attachable to a housing, 
the front and back sections of the housing together defining an external recess 
at the proximal end of the housing suitable for closely receiving part of the 
nose section therein, the recess being of a complimentary shape to the said part 
of the nose section. 

25. An applicator according to claim 24, wherein the nose section has an 
aperture provided therethrough for receiving part of the conduit therein, the 
nose section being removably attachable to the housing by means of an 
interference or friction fit between the nose section aperture and the said part 
of the conduit. 
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26. An applicator according to claim 23, 24 or 25 when dependent or 
ultimately dependent on claim 2, wherein the guide means includes a guide 
channel defined by guide walls extending generally outwardly from the housing 
or nose section, away from the aperture, the guide means including a tongue 
member extending generally outwardly from the aperture, the substance being 
delivered onto the tongue before being delivered to the surface. 

27. An applicator according to any of claims 23 to 26, wherein locking means 
are provided on the housing for locking the front section and back sections 
together, the locking means comprising a female lock part provided on one of 
the front and back sections and a cooperative male lock part correspondingly 
provided on the other of the front and back sections. 

28. An applicator according to claim 27, wherein the male lock part, 
comprises a tab member extending generally outwardly from the non hinged 
side of the front or back section, and the female lock part comprises a recess, 
provided in the non hinged side of the front or back section, suitable for 
receiving part of the tab member, the female lock part additionally comprising 
a boss provided on the tab member for reception in a correspondingly located 
aperture provided in the male lock part. 

29. An applicator according to claim 28, wherein the front and back sections 
are of a similar shape to the reservoir, the back section being at least partially 
concave in shape, to provide a space between the front and back sections, when 
closed, in which the reservoir may be retained, and the front section comprising 
a generally annular channel defining an aperture through which part of the 
container or one or each bubble extends, to thereby provide manual access to 
the container or one or each bubble when the reservoir means is enclosed 
within the housing. 

30. An applicator according to claim 29, wherein retaining means are 
provided on the inner surface of at least one section of the housing for 
retaining the reservoir means in position therein, the retaining means including 
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socket means for receiving a part of the flange therein. 

31. An applicator according to claim 30, wherein socket means are 
correspondingly provided on each section of the housing. 

32. An applicator according to claim 30 or 31, wherein the retaining means 
includes a pin member provided on the inner surface of a section of the 
housing for receipt through a correspondingly located aperture within the 
frame member. 

33. An applicator according to claim 32, wherein when the reservoir means 
and the delivery means are generally located within the housing, the conduit 
extends to the inner surface of the housing around the aperture, and sealingly 
abuts the inner surface of the housing around the aperture. 

34. An applicator according to any of claims 23 to 33, wherein a comb 
member extending generally outwardly from one end of the housing. 

35. An applicator according to claim 34, wherein the comb member is 
formed integrally with one or each of the front and back sections of the 
housing. 

36. An applicator according to claim 34, wherein the comb member is 
removably attached to the housing, and is pivotably attached to the housing. 

37. An applicator according to claim. 36, wherein the comb member is curved 
and is reversibly attached to the housing, so that the comb member is arranged 
such that the curve of the comb is directed in one sense or in the opposite 
sense. 

38. An applicator according to any of claims 34 to 37, wherein the comb 
member has an aperture provided therethrough at one end for location over a 
boss member provided on an internal surface of one of the front and back 
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sections of the housing. 

39. An applicator according to any of claims 1 to 22, wherein the reservoir 
means has an aperture provided therein towards one end thereof, the reservoir 
means comprising housing means, in which the aperture is provided, and a 
container, receivable within the housing means, for holding the substance to be 
applied. 

40. An applicator according to claim 29, wherein the housing means 
comprises a housing section within which the container is receivable, and a 
nose section, provided towards one end of the housing section, by which the 
aperture is defined, the container being selectively openable to deliver a desired 
amount of substance to the aperture, for subsequent transferral to the article. 

41. An applicator according to claim 40, wherein the housing section and 
nose section are independent parts of the housing means, the nose section 
defining a chamber between the aperture and an openable end of the container. 

42. An applicator according to claim 4J, wherein the nose section is 
removably mountable on the housing section, by cooperating formations which 
are in the form of a male to female threaded screw attachment means, a 
cylindrical male member, having a threaded outer surface, extends generally 
outwardly from one end of the housing section for engagement with a female 
recess of a complementary cylindrical shape defined by the nose section, the 
female recess may be correspondingly threaded to the male member. 

43. An applicator according to claim 42, wherein the nose section comprises 
two separable parts, the nose parts being shaped such that they together define 
the chamber and the aperture. 

44. An applicator according to any of claims 40 to 43, wherein the delivery 
means comprises a rotatable delivery member comprising a delivery wheel, 
having a plurality of teeth, the delivery wheel being mounted for rotation 
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within the aperture such that part of the delivery wheel extends from the nose 
section. 

45. An applicator according to any of claims 40 to 44, wherein the container 
is selectively openable to deliver a desired amount of the substance firstly into 
the chamber. 

46. An applicator according to claim 45, wherein the container includes valve 
means to effect said selective opening thereof, the valve means being a non- 
return valve, provided within a nozzle provided at the openabJe end of the 
container. 

47. An applicator according to any of claims 40 to 46, wherein the container 
is of a generally elongate tubular shape, for reception lengthways within the 
housing, the container is open at one end, the nozzle extending generally 
outwardly from the openable end of the container, at an angle to the 
longitudinal axis of the container. 

48. An applicator according to any of claims 40 to 47, wherein the reservoir 
means comprises two containers as aforesaid, which are received, lengthways 
and adjacent one another within the housing section, the containers being 
located within the housing section such that the angled nozzles on the 
containers extend generally towards one another, and towards the longitudinal 
axis of the housing means, thereby inducing mixing together of substance 
delivered from each container into the chamber. 

49. An applicator according to any of claims 40 to 48, wherein the reservoir 
means further comprises means for urging a desired amount of substance out 
of the or each container, the urging means comprising a plunger means 
slidingly receivable within the or each container through its open end, the 
plunger means being manually operable by a user to apply pressure to a 
substance in a container, to thereby urge the substance towards the nozzled 
end of the container and thence out of the container through the valve and the 
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nozzle. 

50. An applicator according to claim 49, wherein the or each plunger means 
is provided within a shroud member, movement of the shroud member causing 
corresponding movement of the or each plunger means. 

51. An applicator according to claim 50, wherein the shroud member 
comprises a casing, having an end wall member and at least one side wall 
member of substantially the same sectional shape as the reservoir housing 
section such that the housing section may be closely received within the shroud 
member, the or each plunger means extends generally from the base of the 
shroud member, within the casing. 

52. An applicator according to any of claims 50 to 51, wherein a separation 
member is provided within the chamber, to thereby separate the chamber into 
first and second sub-chambers, the first sub-chamber being defined by the 
cylindrical member and extends from the nozzled end of the or each container 
to the separation member, and the second sub-chamber extends from the 
separation member to the aperture in the housing. 

53. An applicator according to claim 52, wherein at least one nozzle extends 
generally outwardly from one side of the separation member into the second 
sub-chamber. 

54. An applicator according to claim 53, wherein a spaced pair of nozzles are 
provided, which extend generally toward one another, and towards the toothed 
delivery wheel, the spaced pair of nozzles being generally orientated at a 90 
degree angle with respect to the location of the nozzles on the containers. 

55. An applicator according to claim 44, wherein he toothed delivery wheel 
comprises a substantially spherical wheel, an annular array of teeth is provided 
substantially wholly around the circumference of the wheel, and the wheel 
includes a pair of axial pins by which the wheel is rotatably mounted within a 
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socket in the nose section, the axial pins being substantially coaxial with the 
central axis of the disc defined by the annular array of teeth. 

56. An applicator according to claim 55, wherein the socket for receiving the 
spherical wheel is defined by the nose section, the socket defining the aperture 
in the nose section, and the interior of the socket is of a complementary shape 
to part of the spherical wheel, such that the socket closely fits part of the 
spherical wheel. 

57. An applicator according to claim 56, wherein the interior of the socket 
defines a substantially spherical cavity having a first aperture opening to the 
second sub-chamber and a second aperture opening externally to the housing, 
the second aperture being generally rectangular in shape. 

58. An applicator substantially as herein described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 

59. Any novel subject matter or combination including novel subject matter 
disclosed herein, whether or not within the scope of or relating to the same 
invention as any of the preceding claims. 
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